
Remington Homeowners Association 
 

Table of Contents 
For 

Tree Preservation Policy 
 

Links are provided to move directly to your area of interest. 
 

                   Page 
 

           
Preface  Authority and purpose                                         1  
           
Section 1  Objectives          2 
 
Section 2  Scope         When does this Policy apply?       2 
                   
Section 3  Criteria       Approval process        4   
 
Section 4  Procedure   Form submission requirements                  4 
 
Section 5  Protection of Board Members        6 
 
Section 6  Enforcement            6 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compiled by Shelley Gere, RHOA Board member February 2015 



1 
 

REMINGTON HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION 
 

TREE PRESERVATION POLICY 
 

YOU ARE NOTIFIED THAT THE BOARD ADOPTED THIS RESOLUTION.  IT WILL 

TAKE EFFECT THIRTY DAYS AFTER THE DATE THE PRESIDENT AND 

SECRETARY SIGN IT.  DECLARATION ARTICLE 15 AND BYLAWS ARTICLE XXII 

CALL FOR THIS NOTICE TO BE GIVEN. 

 

 

RESOLUTION 

 
Preface 

 
 The Declaration.   The Declaration of Restrictions, Covenants and Easements for Remington 

(“The Declaration”) was recorded on February 22, 1989, under recording number 8902220506.  

Amendments to the Declaration have been recorded under the following numbers: 8903031072, 

8904051063, 9005111502, 9101251137, 9306010221, 9306041120, 9403312836, and 9407270343.  As 

amended, the Declaration affects all lots in all three divisions of Remington. 

 

 The Board’s Responsibility.   The preservation of trees was entrusted to the Association, acting 

through its Board.  Article 10, Section 2, of the Covenants prohibits the cutting or transplanting of natural 

vegetation without written approval of the Board or its authorized representative.  It empowers the Board 

to use discretion in granting, conditioning or denying approval.  It requires the one seeking approval to 

provide the Board with information needed for the Board to make an informed decision.  It empowers the 

Board to consider facts helpful in determining the degree to which a proposed cutting affects, and is in 

harmony with, the surrounding topography, vegetation, and structures. 

 

 Authority.  Article 15 of the Covenants permits the adoption of rules and regulations to advance 

the Covenant purposes.  It permits establishing penalties for violating rules and regulations. 

 

 Intent.   The Association, through its Board of Directors, recognizes the importance of trees for 

the benefits they provide to property values and the environment.  The trees growing throughout the 

community are an integral part of Remington, and were part of the original marketing plan for the 

Development.  They provide owners with aesthetic, environmental and economic benefits by: 

  Preserving the forested character of Remington; 

  Providing shade, visual screening, noise reduction, wind protection and privacy; 

  Providing habitat for wildlife; 

  Improving air quality; 

  Providing protection against runoff, soil erosion and excess ground water; and 

  Providing increased slope stability. 

   

 Purpose.   This Tree Preservation Policy is adopted to advance the intent and purpose of the 

Covenants and the Common Plan of the Development.  Permitting widespread removal of healthy trees 

would undermine that purpose.  This Policy is intended to reduce tree loss during construction, to reduce 

indiscriminate removal of trees, and to mitigate tree loss by requiring replacement of trees, so that current 

and future owners may receive the benefits associated with the presence of these trees - while recognizing 

the homeowners’ right to a reasonable use of their property. 
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Tree Preservation Policy 
 

It is therefore resolved by the Remington Board that the following Tree Preservation Policy (the 

“Policy”) is adopted to govern actions by the Association, the Board and the Owners regarding the 

cutting, alteration or removal of trees. 

 

 

Section 1. Objectives 

 

 The Board will apply this Policy: 

   

 1.1 To preserve and promote the existing forested character of Remington. 

 1.2 To preserve and promote those qualities in the natural environment which maintain 

        and enhance the value of the properties. 

 1.3 To strike a fair and appropriate balance between an Owner’s interests in safety and 

        the reasonable use of his or her property, and the interest of other Owners in                    

        preserving the forested character of the neighborhood. 

 

Section 2. Scope 

 

 2.1 This Policy applies to any tree which is greater than fifteen (15) inches in  

        circumference (around the tree or, if multi-trunked, around the two largest trunks 

        combined) measured at a point five (5) feet above ground. 

2.2 This Policy does not apply to Routine Pruning.  “Routine Pruning” means the least 

        trimming, shaping or thinning reasonably necessary to remove a dead part(s) of a 

        Tree, or to preserve or enhance a Tree’s health.  Foliage reduction through Routine 

        Pruning should not exceed one quarter of the total Tree foliage. 

2.3 This Policy does not apply to Emergency Tree Removal or Alteration.  “Emergency 

        Tree Removal or Alteration” means removal or alteration of a Tree(s) made  

        necessary by an imminent threat of serious personal injury or significant property 

        damage.  If such Emergency work is done to a tree that meets the size requirements    

       in Section 2.1, the Owner must notify the Board of it on the next business day, by use 

        of the current tree cutting request form.  Photos must be included. 

        If the Board determines on the facts known to it that the work performed was not 

        made necessary by an Emergency, it may consider the work performed a violation  

        of this Policy, and enforce this Policy as provided in Section 6. 

 

Section 3. Criteria 

 

 3.1 Article 10.2 of the Covenants empowers the Board to use discretion in granting,  

       conditioning or denying approval to cut a tree, and to consider facts helpful in 
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       determining the degree to which a proposed cutting affects, and is in harmony with,  

       the surrounding topography, vegetation, and structures.  It requires the one seeking   

       approval to provide the Board with information needed for the Board to make an 

       informed decision.  

 

 3.2 No Tree that meets the size requirements in Section 2.1 shall be cut, altered or                                       

        removed without prior written approval of the Board.  To gain said approval, 

       Applicant must prove, to the reasonable satisfaction of the Board, that: 

  3.2.1 The action(s) proposed by the applicant is reasonably necessary, or 

  3.2.2 The impact of the proposed action is substantially mitigated by compliance 

           with the Tree Replacement Requirement set out in Section 3.5 of this Policy. 

 

 3.3 No Tree that is smaller than the size requirements in Section 2.1 shall be removed 

       without prior written approval of the Board if any of the following apply: 

  The Tree is greater than twelve (12) feet in height, and 

        Three or more Trees are desired to be cut in a 150 square foot area,   or 

        The Tree is part of a same-type perimeter planting along a street,   or 

        The Tree is on a slope. 

 

 3.4 In determining whether a proposed action is reasonably necessary, the Board may 

       consider facts bearing upon both the need for, and the likely consequences of, the  

       proposed action - including, without limitation: 

  3.4.1 Whether the Tree(s) is hazardous, diseased, injured or in a declining 

            condition with no reasonable assurance of regaining vigor; 

  3.4.2 Whether the proposed action is needed in order for the Owner to make 

            reasonable use of his or her property; 

  3.4.3 Whether the proposed action is in harmony with surrounding site 

            characteristics, including slopes, soil conditions, existing trees and 

            vegetation, roads and services, neighbors, and existing buildings; 

  3.4.4 Whether the proposed action relates to a Tree(s) which materially 

            contributes to defining the forested character that this Policy seeks to 

            preserve; 

  3.4.5 Whether, and to what extent, the proposed action will affect the beneficial 

           function(s) the Tree(s) performs: 

   Providing beauty and adding to the forested character of Remington; 

   Providing shade, visual screening, noise reduction, wind protection and privacy; 

   Providing habitat for wildlife; 

   Improving air quality; 

   Providing protection against runoff, soil erosion and excess groundwater; and  

   Providing increased slope stability. 

    This is very important to owners of lots that slope and/or are in low 
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           lying areas, near the water table.  Cottonwood and alder trees, in 

           particular, consume large amounts of water.  Their removal 

           increases the risk of homeowners finding unwanted water in  

           unexpected places during the rainy season. 

 

3.5 A Replacement Tree shall replace each Tree removed, and shall be at least: 

Two-and-one-half (2.5) inch caliper for a deciduous tree,   or 

   Six to eight (6 – 8) feet in height for an evergreen tree. 

 

 3.6 The Board may, upon a proper showing of need and of adequate alternative mitigation, 

        waive some or all of the tree replacement requirement as set out in 3.5, above.  

 

Section 4. Procedure 

 

 4.1 A complete application for approval of a proposed cutting, alteration or removal of a Tree 

        shall be submitted to the Board thirty (30) days before the scheduled start of work.  Notice of 

        Approval from the Board should be obtained before applying for any required governmental 

        Permits. 

 

 4.2 Applicant must notify the owners of adjoining properties that such approval is being sought, 

       and must provide them with reasonable detail regarding the nature and scope of the proposed 

       action.  Applicant must certify in writing, on the application, that this notification requirement 

       has been complied with. 

 

 4.3 Each application shall include the following: 

  4.3.1 A completed current version of the Tree Cutting Request form    or 

             A completed current version of the Project Request form, if tree removal is an 

    integral part of a larger proposed Project; 

  4.3.2 A drawn-to-scale site plan or digital image that must show the locations of the 

   following: Applicant’s lot boundaries, 

     Each tree desired to be cut, altered or removed, 

     All buildings, fences, and driveways on Applicant’s and  

     adjoining neighbors’ lots; 

     Proposed location(s) and specie(s) of Replacement tree(s) 

     (to be used should the Board find Replacement necessary). 

      See Sections 3.5 and 3.6 

  4.3.3 Additional drawings, details and product literature to be considered by the Board. 

 

 4.4 Each application shall be submitted (to the Board, Property Manager and/or ACC) as directed  

       on the Request form (mentioned in 4.3.1, above), by email, fax or mail. 

 

 4.5 Upon receiving a complete application, the Board: 

  4.5.1 Will review the material.  If additional information, such as a statement from a  

            Certified Arborist, is needed, Applicant will be informed of the required additional 

            information, and must provide it before the application process can proceed.  If an 
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           Arborist’s opinion is required, Applicant will be responsible for bearing the cost. 

    4.5.2 Will visit the Applicant's property, and any surrounding property, to better 

            understand how a proposed action may affect its surroundings. 

  4.5.3 May request the attendance of the Applicant and of owners of properties abutting 

           the Applicant’s lot at a meeting at which the Board considers the application. 

 

4.6 When the Board is satisfied it has all necessary information, it will review the application and 

        apply this Policy to arrive at its decision to approve, approve with conditions, or deny the 

        application. 

 

4.7 The Board will email, or mail, the decision to the Applicant within thirty (30) days of its 

       receipt of all necessary paperwork.  If denied, an explanation will be given.  The Board will 

        also make known its decision to any Owner who made a written request for that information.  

 

 4.8 An Applicant may Appeal the Board’s decision by submitting a written request within seven 

       (7) business days from the date of the Board’s written decision to the Applicant. 

 

 4.9 The Board will respond to a written Appeal within thirty (30) days of its receipt of the  

        request. 

 

 4.10 Ultimate responsibility for complying with the Covenants, Guidelines, and government 

          regulations rests with the Owner-Applicant.  The Owner must obtain any permits required 

          by King County for the work proposed. 

 

 4.11 The Owner must complete the approved project within nine (9) months of the Board’s final 

          approval.  If replacement trees are required, the Board may grant a time extension if it 

          determines that seasonal or weather conditions at the time of the cutting, alteration or 

          removal would jeopardize plant survival, and the Owner has submitted an alternate 

          planting schedule for Board approval. 

 

 4.12 The Owner shall notify the Board, as specified on the Tree Cutting request, within thirty (30) 

          days of project completion. 

 

 4.13 The Board will inspect the completed project to determine whether it conforms to the terms 

          and conditions of the Board’s written approval. 

 

4.14 The Association shall maintain copies of all written decisions of the Board regarding Tree 

          Cutting Requests and Appeals of denials. 

 

 4.15 The Owner shall also maintain copies, so as to have them available should questions arise 

          in the future about the project. 
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